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An attack of a nature to strike military objectives [1] and civilians [2] or civilian objects [3]

without discrimination, i.e. an attack which

a. is not directed at a specific military objective (or person);
b. employs a method [4] or means of warfare [5] which cannot be directed at a specific 

military objective (or person); or
c. employs a method or means of combat the effects of which cannot be limited as 

required by international humanitarian law.

Indiscriminate attacks are prohibited and include:

a. an attack by bombardment [6], by any means or method which treats as a single 

military objective a number of clearly separated and distinct military objectives 

located in a city, town, village or other area containing similar concentration of 

civilians [2] or civilian objects;
b. an attack which may be expected to cause incidental loss of civilian life, injury to 

civilians, damage to civilian objects, or a combination thereof, which would be 

excessive in relation to the tangible and direct military advantage [7] anticipated.

 OUTLINE

Chapter 9, II. 6. c) indiscriminate attacks [8]
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General prohibition

    CIHL, 11 [9]

attacks not directed at a specific military objective

    PI, 51/4(a) [10]

    CIHL, 12a [11]

use of weapons which cannot be directed at a specific military objective

    PI, 51/4(b) [10]

    CIHL, 12b [11]

treating different military objectives as a single military objective

    PI, 51/5(a) [10]

    CIHL, 13 [12]

principle of proportionality (See also Proportionality [13])

    PI, 51/5(b) [10]

    CIHL, 14 [14]
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