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Escape is flight from a place in which a person is confined or under surveillance. A 

prisoner of war who attempts to escape is liable only for disciplinary punishment [1], even if 

the escape is a repeated offence. A prisoner of war [2] who has succeeded in escaping (i.e., 

who has joined the armed forces of the Power on which he depends, joined the armed forces

[3] of an allied Power, or left the territory under the control of the Detaining Power [4]

 or of an ally of that Power) and is recaptured is not liable for punishment with respect to 

his previous escape. The use of weapons [5] against a prisoner of war who is escaping or 

attempting to escape is an extreme measure which must always be preceded by warnings 

appropriate under the circumstances. A civilian internee [6] who is recaptured after having 

escaped is liable only for disciplinary punishment regarding the act of escaping, even if the 

escape is a repeated offence. These rules  apply only to escape or attempted escape. They 

do not concern offenses committed by the prisoner of war or the civilian internee in the 

planning, attempting, or execution of the escape. 
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Chapter 6, Limits to punishment for escape [7]
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    GCIII, 91 [8]-94 [9]
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    GCIV, 120 [10]-122 [11]
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US Military Tribunal at Nuremberg, The Ministries Case [12]
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