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Three additional protocols have been adopted to supplement the four 1949 Geneva
Conventions 111 In 1977, two additional protocols were adopted to strengthen the protection
of victims of international [z (Protocol |) and non-international (s (Protocol I1) armed
conflicts. In addition, since they both regulated the conduct of hostilities 4, they are
considered as uniting the “Law of Genevas”, which deals with the protection of victims of
armed conflicts, and the “Law of the Hague 5", which governs the conduct of hostilities. In
2005, athird additional protocol was adopted to recognize the emblem 7 of thered crystal,

which has the same international status as the emblems of the red cross and the red crescent.
See Treaties g5, Geneva Conventions 11; Conduct of hostilities 14; Emblems (Red Cross, Red

Crescent & Red Cristal) 7, International armed conflict z; Non-international armed conflict

13; Hague Conventions g; Law of the Hague s; Law of Genevas;

ICJ, Nuclear Weapons Advisory Opinion (Para. 75) o
Sweden, Report of the Swedish IHL Committee (3.2.3.) 11

Colombia, Constitutional Conformity of Protocol Il 17
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US, President Rejects Protocol | 13
South Africa, S. v. Petane ;4

El Salvador, Supreme Court of Judgment on the Unconstitutionality of the

Amnesty Law ps

Spain, Universal Jurisdiction over Grave Breaches of the Geneva Conventions
[16]

Additional Protocol | of 1977

Application:
Applicable in international armed conflicts (including national liberation wars)
Contents:
Development of the 1949 rules
Adaptation of International Humanitarian Law to the redlities of guerrillawarfare
Protection of the civilian population against the effects of hostilities

Rules on the conduct of hostilities
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Chapter 3, Decolonisation, guerrilla wars 7

Chapter 4, 3. Two Additional Protocols of 1977 s

The First Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions o

France, Accession to Protocol | 2

UK and Australia, Applicability of Protocol | 121

Additional Protocol Il of 1977

Application:
Applicable to non-international armed conflicts
Contents:

Extension and more precise formulation of the fundamental guarantees protecting all

those who do not or no longer actively participate in hostilities

Protection of the civilian population against the effects of hostilities
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Chapter 3, Decolonisation, guerrilla wars 17
Chapter 4, 3. Two Additional Protocols of 1977 s
Chapter 12. llI. 3. Conflicts to which, in addition, Protocol Il is applicable

Chapter 12. IV. 3. Additional rules under Protocol Il 123

The Second Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions 24

Belgium and Brazil, Explanations of Vote on Protocol Il s

Additional Protocol |1

Chapter 7, VI. 1. Three distinctive signs

The Third Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions 27
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ICRC, The Question of the Emblem ps
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